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Paralegal Core 
Competency Exam

NFPA® introduces the 
Paralegal Core Competency Exam

 C = Competent

 O = Organized

 R = Responsible

 E = Ethical

It is expected that the PCC Exam  
will debut in 2011
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Proven Methods

NFPA is using the same methodology in developing 
this exam as it used in the development of PACE.    
NFPA and PES are using a scientific method and 
incorporating knowledge from paralegals, paralegal 
educators, paralegal managers, and attorneys in the de-
velopment of the PCC exam. This will ensure  a high 
quality product that is ever changing and responsive to 
the needs of the legal profession.  

The format for the PCC Exam will be very similar to 
that of PACE. The exam will:

	n  be no more than 4 hours in length;
	n  be given in a multiple choice format;
	n  be computer administered with instant 
  preliminary results, followed by official results  
  after a scoring run in which scores of all can-  
  didates who took the exam during that review   
  period will be considered;
	n  be widely available at many testing centers with  
  examinations given Monday – Friday, and in   
  some locations, weekends and evenings; 
	n  Test content will be partially based on infor-
  mation from coursework in various paralegal
  programs and basic knowledge all paralegals
  working in the legal environment should posess
  as well as on actual skills considered essential to  
  basic paralegal competency;
	n  Test  paralegal ethics, legal technology and  key  
  terminology.

A candidate having successfully passed the exam will 
be entitled to use a recognized, registered credential.

Paralegals who take and pass this exam will be well 
on the road to an exciting, rewarding, fun filled career 
in the paralegal profession and proud that they have 
proven to the legal community that they possess the 
skills necessary for success in the legal field.



NFPA® moves forward with the  
development of its Paralegal Core 

Competency Exam 

Do you fit into one of the following scenarios?

	n  You’re about to graduate from high school and   
  are considering further education
 

	n  You’re enrolled in an associate’s degree program,  
  but undecided on a particular course of study
 

	n  You’re enrolled in a bachelor’s degree program,  
  but undecided on a particular course of study 
 

	n   You’re ready to make a career change 

If you’re looking for a fast-paced, forward-moving, 
never-a-dull moment career, consider becoming a para-
legal.  NFPA, the recognized leader in certification for 
the advanced paralegal, has undertaken a collaboration 
which will provide certification for new paralegals with 
limited experience.

Enter the Paralegal Core  
Competency Exam!!

Being a paralegal is an exciting and rewarding profession.

Read on for more information about this opportunity!

For Professionals By Professionals

The PCC Exam is being developed with the assistance 
of the nationally recognized not-for-profit testing  
services firm, Professional Examination Services 
(PES—see www.proexam.org), using the same statisti-
cally defensible, scientific, psychometrically sound 
exam development methodology as that used to develop 
the Paralegal Advanced Competency Exam (PACE®). 
PES and NFPA have worked successfully together for 
over 15 years with PACE. PES is an industry leader in 
creating, implementing and enhancing quality profes-
sional credentialing programs across a broad range of  
occupations.  

   The PCC Exam will test the knowledge, skills and  
ability of individuals who are working as paralegals  
or just entering the profession. The format and length  
of the exam will be based on results gathered from a 
scientifically prepared task analysis, which will take 
into account coursework in paralegal programs, as well 
as actual skills considered essential to basic competency 
in the profession. The exam will also include sections 
on law office technology and ethics. It is intended to 
distinguish the competency of those who successfully 
complete the exam from other paralegals who do not 
bear the credential.  
 

Qualifications for taking the PCC Exam

Criteria have been established for those wishing to sit 
for the PCC Exam.

	n   Bachelor’s degree in any subject, plus a paralegal  
  certificate; no experience or CLE required, OR
 

	n   Bachelor’s degree in paralegal studies; no 
  experience or CLE required; OR 
 

	n   Bachelor’s degree in any subject, no paralegal
  certificate; 6 months experience and 1 hour of 
  ethics taken in the year preceding the exam  
  application date, OR 
 

	n   Associate’s degree in paralegal studies; no
  experience or CLE required, OR
 

	n   Associate’s degree in any subject, no paralegal
  certificate; 1 year experience and 6 hours of
  CLE, including 1 hour of ethics taken in the year  
  preceding the exam application date , OR 
 

	n   Paralegal certificate from a program that meets  
  or exceeds the requirements set forth in NFPA’s  
  Short Term Paralegal Program Position State-  
  ment; 1 year experience and 6 hours of CLE,  
  including 1 hour of ethics, taken in the year   
  preceding the exam application date, OR 
 
 n   High school diploma or GED; 5 years experience  
  and 12 hours of CLE, including 1 hour of ethics,  
  taken within the 2 years preceding the exam  
  application date.
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